
Plant species mentioned in this field guide 
Species for which characteristic cover > 5% or average cover > 1% for any Ecological Type 

 
TREES 

 
ABBI2 Abies bifolia subalpine fir 
JUSC2 Juniperus scopulorum Rocky Mountain juniper 
PIEN Picea engelmannii Engelmann spruce 
PIPU Picea pungens blue spruce 
PIAR Pinus aristata bristlecone pine 
PICO Pinus contorta lodgepole pine 
PIFL2 Pinus flexilis limber pine 
PIPO Pinus ponderosa ponderosa pine 

POAN3 Populus angustifolia narrowleaf cottonwood 
POTR5 Populus tremuloides quaking aspen 
PSME Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas-fir 

 
SHRUBS 

 
ACGL Acer glabrum Rocky Mountain maple 
ALINT Alnus incana ssp. tenuifolia thinleaf alder 
AMELA Amelanchier serviceberry 
AMAL2 Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon serviceberry 
AMUT Amelanchier utahensis Utah serviceberry 
ARUV Arctostaphylos uva-ursi kinnikinnick 
ARAR8 Artemisia arbuscula low sagebrush 

ARCA13 Artemisia cana silver sagebrush 
ARFR4 Artemisia frigida fringed sagewort 
ARNO4 Artemisia nova black sagebrush 
ARTR2 Artemisia tridentata big sagebrush 
ARTRV Artemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana mountain big sagebrush 

ARTRW8 Artemisia tridentata ssp. wyomingensis Wyoming big sagebrush 
BEFO2 Betula fontinalis river birch 
BEGL Betula glandulosa bog birch 

CEMO2 Cercocarpus montanus true mountain-mahogany 
CHDE2 Chrysothamnus depressus dwarf rabbitbrush 
CHNA2 Chrysothamnus nauseosus rubber rabbitbrush 
CHPA13 Chrysothamnus parryi Parry rabbitbrush 
CHVI8 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus Douglas rabbitbrush 

CHVIP5 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus ssp. pumilus green rabbitbrush 
CRRI Crataegus rivularis river hawthorn 
DIIN5 Distegia involucrata bush honeysuckle 
DROC Dryas octopetala mountain dryad 
GUSA2 Gutierrezia sarothrae broom snakeweed 
HODI Holodiscus discolor ocean-spray 

JUCO6 Juniperus communis common juniper 
KRLA2 Krascheninnikovia lanata common winterfat 

MARE11 Mahonia repens Oregon-grape 
PAVI11 Padus virginiana common chokecherry 
PAMY Paxistima myrsinites mountain-lover 

PEFL15 Pentaphylloides floribunda shrubby cinquefoil 
PUTR2 Purshia tridentata antelope bitterbrush 
QUGA Quercus gambelii scrub oak 
RHART Rhus aromatica ssp. trilobata skunkbrush 
RICE Ribes cereum wax currant 
RIIN2 Ribes inerme whitestem currant 
RILA Ribes lacustre swamp black gooseberry 

ROWO Rosa woodsii Woods rose 
RUID Rubus idaeus American red raspberry 

SABE2 Salix bebbiana Bebb willow 
SABO2 Salix boothii Booth willow 
SABR Salix brachycarpa barrenground willow 
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SADR Salix drummondiana blue willow 
SAEX Salix exigua sandbar willow 

SAGE2 Salix geyeriana Geyer willow 
SAGL Salix glauca grayleaf willow 
SALUL Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra Pacific willow 
SALU2 Salix lutea yellow willow 
SAMO2 Salix monticola serviceberry willow 
SAPL2 Salix planifolia planeleaf willow 
SAWO Salix wolfii Wolf's willow 
SHCA Shepherdia canadensis russet buffaloberry 
SWSE Swida sericea red-osier 
SYRO Symphoricarpos rotundifolius mountain snowberry 
VACE Vaccinium cespitosum dwarf bilberry 

VAMYO Vaccinium myrtillus ssp. oreophilum Rocky Mountain whortleberry 
VASC Vaccinium scoparium broom huckleberry 

 
GRAMINOIDS 

 
ACHNA Achnatherum needlegrass 
ACHY Achnatherum hymenoides Indian ricegrass 
ACLE9 Achnatherum lettermanii Letterman needlegrass 
ACNE9 Achnatherum nelsonii Nelson's needlegrass 
ACPI2 Achnatherum pinetorum pine needlegrass 
AGCR Agropyron cristatum crested wheatgrass 

AGROS2 Agrostis bentgrass 
AGGI2 Agrostis gigantea redtop 
ALAL2 Alopecurus alpinus alpine foxtail 
ANTE6 Anisantha tectorum cheatgrass 
BLTR Blepharoneuron tricholepis pine dropseed 

BRSP2 Bromelica spectabilis showy oniongrass 
BRCA10 Bromopsis canadensis fringed brome 
BRIN7 Bromopsis inermis smooth brome 
BRPO5 Bromopsis porteri nodding brome 
BRPU9 Bromopsis pumpelliana Pumpelly brome 
CACA4 Calamagrostis canadensis bluejoint reedgrass 
CAPU Calamagrostis purpurascens purple pinegrass 

CAREX Carex sedge 
CAAL6 Carex albonigra blackhead sedge 
CAAQ Carex aquatilis water sedge 
CAAT3 Carex athrostachya slenderbeak sedge 
CABE2 Carex bebbii Bebb's sedge 

CABR11 Carex brevipes sedge 
CACA12 Carex capillaris hair sedge 
CACR17 Carex crandallii Pyrenees sedge 
CADI6 Carex disperma soft leaved sedge 
CAEB Carex ebenea ebony sedge 
CAEG Carex egglestonii Eggleston sedge 
CAEL3 Carex elynoides Kobresia-like sedge 
CAEN3 Carex engelmannii Engelmann's sedge 
CAFI Carex filifolia threadleaf sedge 

CAFO3 Carex foenea silvertop sedge 
CAGE Carex geophila dryland sedge 
CAGE2 Carex geyeri elk sedge 
CAHA6 Carex haydeniana cloud sedge 
CAHO5 Carex hoodii Hood sedge 
CAJO Carex jonesii Jones's sedge 
CAMI7 Carex microptera smallwing sedge 
CANE6 Carex neurophora alpine nerve sedge 
CANI2 Carex nigricans black alpine sedge 
CAOB4 Carex obtusata blunt sedge 
CAOC2 Carex occidentalis western sedge 
CAPA14 Carex pachystachya Chamisso sedge 
CAPEH Carex pensylvanica ssp. heliophila sun sedge 
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CAPE7 Carex petasata Liddon sedge 
CAPR4 Carex praeceptorum teachers' sedge 
CARO5 Carex rossii Ross sedge 
CARU3 Carex rupestris curly sedge 
CASC12 Carex scopulorum cliff sedge 
CASI2 Carex simulata short-beaked sedge 

CASTE3 Carex stenophylla ssp. eleocharis needleleaf sedge 
CAUT Carex utriculata beaked sedge 

CECA11 Ceratochloa carinata mountain brome 
CHGR15 Chondrosum gracile blue grama 
CRBR12 Critesion brachyantherum little barley 

DAIN Danthonia intermedia timber oatgrass 
DAPA2 Danthonia parryi Parry oatgrass 
DECE Deschampsia cespitosa tufted hairgrass 
ELPA3 Eleocharis palustris creeping spike-rush 
ELQU2 Eleocharis quinqueflora few-flowered spike-rush 
ELEL5 Elymus elymoides bottlebrush squirreltail 
ELGL Elymus glaucus blue wildrye 

ELSC4 Elymus scribneri Scribner wheatgrass 
ELTR7 Elymus trachycaulus slender wheatgrass 
ELRE3 Elytrigia repens creeping quackgrass 
FEAR2 Festuca arizonica Arizona fescue 
FEBRC Festuca brachyphylla ssp. coloradensis alpine fescue 

FEID Festuca idahoensis Idaho fescue 
FESA Festuca saximontana Rocky Mountain fescue 
FETH Festuca thurberi Thurber fescue 
GLST Glyceria striata fowl mannagrass 

HEHO8 Helictotrichon hookeri spikeoat 
HEMO3 Helictotrichon mortonianum alpine oat 
HECO26 Hesperostipa comata needle-and-thread 
JUARA4 Juncus arcticus ssp. ater Baltic rush 
JUCO2 Juncus confusus Colorado rush 
JUDR Juncus drummondii Drummond rush 

JUME3 Juncus mertensianus blackheaded rush 
JUSA Juncus saximontanus Rocky Mountain rush 
KOMY Kobresia myosuroides Bellard's kobresia 
KOSC2 Kobresia schoenoides Siberian kobresia 
KOMA Koeleria macrantha prairie junegrass 
LEKI2 Leucopoa kingii spike-fescue 
LECI4 Leymus cinereus giant wildrye 
MUFI Muhlenbergia filiculmis slimstem muhly 

MUMO Muhlenbergia montana mountain muhly 
NAVI4 Nassella viridula green needlegrass 
PASM Pascopyrum smithii western wheatgrass 
PHPR3 Phleum pratense common timothy 
PIMI7 Piptatherum micranthum littleseed ricegrass 
POA Poa bluegrass 

POAN Poa annua annual bluegrass 
POARG Poa arctica ssp. grayana arctic bluegrass 
POCU3 Poa cusickii bluegrass 
POFE Poa fendleriana muttongrass 
POGL Poa glauca Greenland bluegrass 
POJU Poa juncifolia alkali bluegrass 

PONEI2 Poa nemoralis ssp. interior interior bluegrass 
PONE2 Poa nervosa Wheeler bluegrass 
POPA2 Poa palustris swamp bluegrass 
POPR Poa pratensis Kentucky bluegrass 
PORE Poa reflexa nodding bluegrass 
POSE Poa secunda Sandberg bluegrass 
POTR Poa tracyi Tracy bluegrass 
TRSP2 Trisetum spicatum spike trisetum 
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FORBS 
 

ACLA5 Achillea lanulosa western yarrow 
ACROT Acomastylis rossii ssp. turbinata alpine avens 
ACCO4 Aconitum columbianum Columbian monkshood 
ADLE Adenolinum lewisii blue flax 

AGAU2 Agoseris aurantiaca false-dandelion 
AGGL Agoseris glauca false-dandelion 
ALLIU Allium onion 
AMLA6 Amerosedum lanceolatum yellow stonecrop 
ANSE4 Androsace septentrionalis northern rock-jasmine 

ANNAZ3 Anemonastrum narcissiflorum ssp. zephyrum narcissus anemone 
ANAM Angelica ampla giant angelica 
ANGR3 Angelica grayi Grays angelica 
ANME2 Antennaria media Rocky Mountain pussytoes 
ANPA4 Antennaria parvifolia smallleaf pussytoes 
ANRO2 Antennaria rosea rose pussytoes 
AQEL Aquilegia elegantula western red columbine 

ARAN7 Argentina anserina silverweed 
ARCO9 Arnica cordifolia heartleaf arnica 
ARLA8 Arnica latifolia broadleaf arnica 
ARLO6 Arnica longifolia longleaf arnica 
ARSC Artemisia scopulorum alpine sagebrush 
ASTER Aster aster 
ASFO Aster foliaceus leafybract aster 

ASSP16 Aster spathulatus western aster 
ASTRA Astragalus milkvetch 
ASAL7 Astragalus alpinus alpine milkvetch 
ASMIO Astragalus miser var. oblongifolius weedy milkvetch 
BIVI2 Bistorta vivipara viviparous bistort 
BRAR Breea arvense Canada thistle 

CARO2 Campanula rotundifolia common harebell 
CACO6 Cardamine cordifolia heartleaf bittercress 
CEFO2 Cerastium fontanum mouse-ear 
CEST3 Cerastium strictum mouse-ear 
CHDA2 Chamerion danielsii fireweed 

CHSU11 Chamerion subdentatum dwarf fireweed 
CHBE4 Chenopodium berlandieri pitseed goosefoot 
CIAU3 Ciliaria austromontana spotted saxifrage 
CIRSI Cirsium thistle 
CICE Cirsium centaureae thistle 

CLRH2 Clementsia rhodantha rose crown 
COPA3 Collinsia parviflora smallflower blue-eyed Mary 
COLI2 Collomia linearis slender-leaf collomia 
COSC2 Conioselinum scopulorum Rocky Mountain hemlock-parsley 
COHI5 Coriflora hirsutissima leather flower 
DEBA2 Delphinium barbeyi Barbey larkspur 
DENU2 Delphinium nuttallianum pine larkspur 
DRAU Draba aurea golden whitlow-wort 
DRLO Draba lonchocarpa whitlow-wort 
DUHO Dugaldia hoopesii orange sneezeweed 
EPILO Epilobium willow herb 
EPAN4 Epilobium anagallidifolium alpine willow-herb 

ERCO24 Eremogone congesta desert sandwort 
ERFE3 Eremogone fendleri desert sandwort 
ERIGE2 Erigeron fleabane 
ERCO6 Erigeron coulteri Coulter fleabane 
EREA Erigeron eatonii Eaton fleabane 
EREX4 Erigeron eximius forest fleabane 
ERFL Erigeron flagellaris trailing fleabane 

ERFO3 Erigeron formosissimus beautiful fleabane 
ERGL2 Erigeron glabellus smooth fleabane 
ERME2 Erigeron melanocephalus blackhead fleabane 
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ERSI3 Erigeron simplex one-stemmed fleabane 
ERSP4 Erigeron speciosus Oregon fleabane 
ERSU2 Erigeron subtrinervis threenerve fleabane 
ERVA3 Erigeron vagus rambling fleabane 
ERVE2 Erigeron vetensis early bluetop fleabane 

ERSU11 Eriogonum subalpinum sulfurflower 
ERUM Eriogonum umbellatum sulfur buckwheat 

ERTR19 Erythrocoma triflora prairie smoke 
FORB forb unknown unknown forb 
FRVI Fragaria virginiana Virginia strawberry 

GASE6 Galium septentrionale northern bedstraw 
GERI Geranium richardsonii Richardson geranium 

HEQU2 Helianthella quinquenervis nodding helianthella 
HEMU3 Heliomeris multiflora showy goldeneye 
HESP6 Heracleum sphondylium cow-parsnip 
HEVI4 Heterotheca villosa hairy golden aster 
IRMI Iris missouriensis wild iris 
IVGO Ivesia gordonii Gordon ivesia 
LALE2 Lathyrus leucanthus aspen peavine 
LIOB4 Lidia obtusiloba alpine sandwort 
LIHO2 Ligularia holmii Holm's groundsel 
LIPU6 Ligularia pudica groundsel 
LIPO Ligusticum porteri osha 

LIBO3 Linnaea borealis American twinflower 
LUAR3 Lupinus argenteus silvery lupine 
LUBAA Lupinus bakeri ssp. amplus Baker's lupine 
LUSE4 Lupinus sericeus silky lupine 
MACA2 Machaeranthera canescens hoary aster 
MAAM6 Maianthemum amplexicaule feather Solomon-plume 
MAST4 Maianthemum stellatum star Solomon-plume 
MEAR4 Mentha arvensis field mint 
MECI3 Mertensia ciliata mountain bluebells 
MIOD2 Micranthes odontoloma brook saxifrage 
MIGU Mimulus guttatus common monkey flower 
MIPE Mitella pentandra five-stamen miterwort 
MIST3 Mitella stauropetala side-petaled miterwort 
OLGR2 Oligosporus groenlandicus northern wormwood 
ORPA3 Oreochrysum parryi Parry goldenweed 
ORAL Oreoxis alpina alpine-parsley 

ORALP Oreoxis alpina ssp. puberulenta alpine-parsely 
ORLU2 Orthocarpus luteus yellow owl-clover 
OSCH Osmorhiza chilensis sweet cicely 
OSDE Osmorhiza depauperata sweet cicely 
OXFE Oxypolis fendleri Fendler cowbane 

OXDE2 Oxytropis deflexa stemless-loco 
OXPO Oxytropis podocarpa stalked-pod crazyweed 
PACR5 Packera crocata saffron groundsel 
PEGR2 Pedicularis groenlandica elephantella 
PEPR7 Pedicularis procera Gray's lousewort 
PERA Pedicularis racemosa sickletop lousewort 
PECA4 Penstemon caespitosus beardtongue 
PEWH Penstemon whippleanus beardtongue 
PHHO Phlox hoodii Hood's phlox 

PHMU3 Phlox multiflora flowery phlox 
PIRI6 Picradenia richardsonii pingue 
POEA Podistera eastwoodiae Eastwood's podistera 
POFO Polemonium foliosissimum sky pilot 
POPU3 Polemonium pulcherrimum Jacob's ladder 
POVI Polemonium viscosum sky pilot 

PODO4 Polygonum douglasii Douglas knotweed 
POCO13 Potentilla concinna elegant cinquefoil 
PODI2 Potentilla diversifolia varileaf cinquefoil 
POHI6 Potentilla hippiana horse cinquefoil 
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POPU9 Potentilla pulcherrima beauty cinquefoil 
POUN2 Potentilla uniflora one-flower cinquefoil 
PRPA Primula parryi Parry's primrose 
PSMO Pseudocymopterus montanus mountain parsely 
PSLE Psychrophila leptosepala elkslip marsh-marigold 

PYCL2 Pyrrocoma clementis tranquil goldenweed 
RANUN Ranunculus buttercup 
RAHYI Ranunculus hyperboreus ssp. intertextus floating buttercup 
RHIN11 Rhodiola integrifolia king's crown 
RUAM9 Rudbeckia ampla golden glow 
RUDE2 Rumex densiflorus dense-flowered dock 
SALIX Salix willow 

SAAR16 Salix arctica Arctic willow 
SAREN Salix reticulata ssp. nivalis snow willow 
SEDE2 Selaginella densa little club-moss 
SENEC Senecio groundsel 
SEIN2 Senecio integerrimus lambs-tongue groundsel 
SESE2 Senecio serra butterweed groundsel 
SETR Senecio triangularis arrowleaf groundsel 
SIPR Sibbaldia procumbens creeping sibbaldia 

SICA3 Sidalcea candida white checker mallow 
SINE3 Sidalcea neomexicana New Mexican checker mallow 
SOMU Solidago multiradiata mountain goldenrod 
SOSI3 Solidago simplex Mt. Albert goldenrod 
STELL Stellaria chickweed 
STFA3 Streptopus fassettii clasp-leaf twisted-stalk 
SWPE Swertia perennis star gentian 
TAOF Taraxacum officinale common dandelion 
THFE Thalictrum fendleri Fendler meadow-rue 
THSP Thalictrum sparsiflorum few-flowered meadow-rue 

THMO6 Thermopsis montana golden banner 
TOPY Tonestus pygmaeus dwarf goldenweed 
TRDA2 Trifolium dasyphyllum whiproot clover 
TRGY Trifolium gymnocarpum holly-leaf clover 
TRHY Trifolium hybridum alsike clover 
TRNA2 Trifolium nanum dwarf clover 
TRPA5 Trifolium parryi Parry clover 
TRRE3 Trifolium repens white Dutch clover 
URGR3 Urtica gracilis stinging nettle 
VACAA Valeriana capitata ssp. acutiloba sharpleaf valerian 
VAED Valeriana edulis edible valerian 
VETE4 Veratrum tenuipetalum Colorado false-hellebore 
VEAM2 Veronica americana American brooklime 
VIAM Vicia americana American vetch 
VINU2 Viola nuttallii Nuttall violet 
VISO Viola sororia downy blue violet 

WYMA Wyethia x magna mule's ears 
 

FERNS & FERN-ALLIES 
 

EQAR Equisetum arvense field horsetail 
HIVA Hippochaete variegata northern scouring-rush 

LYAN2 Lycopodium annotinum stiff clubmoss 
PTAQ Pteridium aquilinum bracken 
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GROUND COVER 
 

.BARESO bare soil 

.BEDROC bedrock exposed 
.BRY mosses + lichens on soil 

.COBBLE cobble 10-25 cm 
.GRAV gravel 0.2-10 cm 

.LGGRAV large gravel 1-10 cm 
.LICHEN lichen on soil 
.LITTER litter and duff 
.LIVEPL live plant bases 

.MOSSON moss on soil 
.ROCK cover grav+cob+ston 

.SMGRAV small gravel < 1 cm 
.STONES stone > 25 cm 
.WATER water open 
.WOOD wood > 1 in diam. 

.WOOD10 wood > 10 in diam. 

.WOOD13 wood 1-3 in diam. 
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